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THE DISCOVERY OF THE BEAUTY OF AL ANDALUS

“ A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TO ARD AL-AWLIYAA WA ARD ASHUHADAA*
7DAYS & 6 NIGHTS

- WORLD MUSLIM AGENTS 2023 & 2024 -
4 TO GO - SITTING IN COACH
MONTHLY GUARANTEED ARRIVAL
TOUR DATES 2023 & 2024




“THE DISCOVERY OF THE ISLAMIC SOUL AND
HERITAGE OF ISLAMIC AL ANDALUS *

SPIRITUAL HERITAGE TOUR TO ISLAMIC SPAIN
"WE TAKE YOU BACK ON A JOURNEY THROUGH HISTORY TO A LOST KINGDOM... "

‘AL ANDALUS... ARD AL AWLIYA WA ARD AL SHUHADAA'
“AL ANDALUS..... THE LAND OF THE SAINTS AND THE SHUHADAA

The Spanish land is one of the most exotic and remote countries in Western Europe located on the
Iberian Peninsula which attracts millions of tourists each year.

Due to the Greater Andalusia and its Islamic History and remnants of Islam once dominated life
in Spain and South Europe for centuries, Costa del Sol all the way up to Portugal, the Islamic
Imperial Cities of the Muslims such as; Cordoba, Sevilla, Granada, Toledo, Madrid, Malaga, Medina
Sidonia, Cadiz, Ronda , Tarifa, Tavira and much more.

This country gives travelers a one-of-a-kind experience as they discover a wide array of cultural
regions each with a distinguished character, which differ tremendously, yet share an affinity for
hospitality and friendliness.

Our extraordinary Spiritual Heritage Journeys in Spain will bring you so close to the Spanish people and their
Islamic Heritage and culture.

When one thinks of the beauty of the coastlines and the characteristic fishing villages, white Andalusian
villages, this country should immediately spring to mind, offering some of the most impressive sea ports and
picturesque towns in the world.

Today Spain has recognized its history and made it suitable for Muslim travelers to come and enjoy tours
tailored on their behalf to revive a great era of Islam in Spain to learn about their past history of glory, their
contribution in humanities and sciences.

But most important bringing blessings and grace and thanks to the Millions of Shuhadaa and Al Awliyaa who
once enlightened these lands and the world with the Nour of Islam..from which humanity has lifted herself
from the dark Ages to the Enlightenment of Islamic Civilization.

WORLD ISLAMIC HERITAGE has established as a global pioneer in World Islamic & Halal
Spiritual Heritage Development - Travel and Education, its special effort to cater to Muslims and Non

Muslim visitors by creating special Halal designed infrastructure throughout Europe & South
America Alhamdulillah.

WORLD ISLAMIC HERITAGE understands the needs and exigencies of practicing Muslims and
their Spiritual needs when traveling abroad.

“WORLD ISLAMIC HERITAGE TAKES YOU BACK
THROUGHOUT HISTORY TO DISCOVER THE SECRET SPIRITUAL ISLAMIC HERITAGE WORLDWIDE "



Meals : Exclusive Halal Half-board arrangements.
Sightseeing : After arrival at Malaga International Airport we will start our journey throughout the beautiful scenery of the Costa del

\

Sol along the Mediterranean sea towards Gibraltar " Jabal Tariq "...on our way we will bring a short visit for our Lunch at the
beautiful city of " Marbella " a coastal Luxury Paradise at the Mediterranean Sea on the front line of the coast. Puerto Banus is
the most Luxurious Yacht Harbour of Spain for the world rich & Famous , we will visit the grand Mosque of Marbella for our
prayers before we continue our journey.. After our prayers we will continue our journey while narrowing the Historical story
where it all began...how Islam entered Europe... the story of Gibraltar “ Jabal Tariq “ named after the Great Muslim conqueror
“ Sayiduna Tariq Ibnu Ziyad " , we will enjoy a beautiful Panoramic stop at the feet of the Island mountain while viewing the
street of Gibraltar with the Beautiful berber mountains of North Africa ' Morocco " and at the otherside the immense
beautiful mountain Island of Gibraltar.. this is also be narrowed by a lot of scholars to be the encountering of the 2 seas as
mentioned in the Holy Quran....we will be narrowing and following the Trial of this great Muslim leader step by step...-
Afterwards we will head towards the coastal city of " Tarifa " the beautiful most southern city of Spain named after the great
commandant " Sayyiduna Abdul Malik Ibn Tarif "... send by " Sayiduna Tariq Ibnu Ziyad " as first conquest investigator to the
Iberian peninsula in 710 before the great entry conquest by " Sayiduna Tariq Ibnu Ziyad ", this great commandant "
Sayyiduna Abdul Malik Ibn Tarif ".is been high respected and remembered by the Spanish population until the day of today.. A
great monument of him stands at the main gate of the Old Historical Medina wall..After having spent some time we will continue
our journey to " Barbate " the exact Historical place according to the narrowing were the great battle found place on the 27th of
Ramadan in 711 between " Sayiduna Tariq Ibnu Ziyad " with an army counted of 7000 soldiers and King Rodrico as
narrowed with an army exceeding the 100 000 soldiers.. We will narrow this Historical event on location where the Battle found
place (Allah knows best ) " Ard Al Shuhada " blessing this visit and this place by performing our prayers and - Salat Janaza Al
Ghaib - ( Prayers for the unknown deaths ) for our ancestors.. Afterwards we will continue our journey to " Medina Sidonia " -
The white Village the home city of " Guzman EI Bueno ".... " Sayyiduna Uthman the Justice One " a famous Muslim leader of the
13th century which his islamic descendant was kept secret in the historical books by the Catholic church until a few years ago
one of his grandchildren herrors " The Duchess of Medina Sidonia " during a renovation at the OId historical family castle of
Guzman El Bueno encountered behind the Palace historical walls thousands of manuscripts hidden for centuries from the
incosition time by the Catholic church narrowing in detail the heritage of " Guzman El Bueno " and " Medina Sidonia " during his

reigning era ..Finally we will bring a visit to our final destination for today " Benacazon " - Dinner & Overnight in Benacazon.

MOORISH CONQUEST OF SPAIN

Early in the eighth century

Moorish soldiers crossed over

from Africa to the Iberian

peninsula, The man chosen to
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Meals : Exclusive Halal Half-board arrangements.

Sightseeing : This Morning we will bring a visit to the beautiful Caliphate City of " Sevilla " .. The city of Seville's rich Islamic
heritage has made it one of the greatest cities in the western world during medieval times. By 694, corresponding to 92AH,
Islam had spread across North Africa, Persia and Sham. Al-Andalus (Spain) was under the tyrannical rule of King Roderic of
the Visigoths who persecuted, oppressed and imprisoned Jews and Christians alike. According to the chronicles of history, a
Christian chief Julian, who had fled Spain, called upon the Muslims across the shores for help. The Umayyad governor of
North Africa, " Sayiduna Musa Ibnu. Nusair " , responded by sending his courageous General at the head of 7,000 troops
who landed at a point close to the huge rock which dominates the entrance to the Mediterranean. In Ramadan of that year,
they were confronted with an army led by Roderic himself amounting to 100,000. There was an aura of fear and scepticism
amongst the Muslim flanks; upon knowing which, the General ordered his loyal men to burn all the ships that had carried
them there and were their only source of a safe journey back home. That man, that fearless leader, was called Tariq b. Ziyad.
Once all of the ships were burnt, Tariq addressed his soldiers and was reported to have said:

“We shall now either defeat the enemy and gain victory or die a coward s death by drowning in the sea “

The army burst with great enthusiasm to meet the enemy and Allah manifested a clear victory over the forces of tyranny and
oppression, paving the way for the liberation and conquest of Spain. A year later, Miisa b. Nusair himself landed in Spain
with an army of 18,000 veteran mujahids. They quickly took Medina Sidonia, Carmona and, after a long siege, took Hispalis.
Hispalis was the name given to this city by the Romans and changed to Spalis later by the Visigoths. Now that it came under
the territories of Islam, the city’s name was arabised to ‘Ishbillyah’, from which is derived what we have come to know it as
today: Seville, pronounced “Savellya” in Spanish, which is almost the Arabic pronunciation. Al-Maqqari said
of Ishbiliyah that it was “the most important city in Andalusia®.

One of Islamic Ishbillyah’s famous 12th century scholars was the Muslim botanist, " Abt Zakariyah al-Awwam Ishibili ",
who had identified nearly 600 plants and had developed methods of grafting; in the usual Islamic fashion, he is named
“Ishibili” after the city he came from. But there is more of the Islamic past in Seville, submerged in the famous relics of the
Alcazar and the Cathedral, La Giralda. Ishbillyah was the capital of al-Andalus for three years, between 713-116 — the first
Islamic capital in Spain. The Umayyad dynasty was then established in al-Andalus with the arrival of Prince ‘Abd al-Rahman
I, in 755. His family, which had ruled the Muslim world from Damascus since 661, had been overthrown by a revolutionary
movement which began in far off Khurasan and took power in 750 and with this began the line of the Abbasid Caliphs, with
their new capital in Baghdad. Abd al-Rahman survived the massacre of his family and fled to the west and succeeded in
establishing a dynasty that would rule Spain until 1031, moving their capital from Ishbiliyah ( Seville ), to Qurtuba
(Cordoba).

It was in these years that followed that Ishbillyah began to be transformed from Roman to Islamic. The first congregational
Mosque was built in Ishbiliyah in 829 and marked the beginning of the transformation. This was the mosque of " Umar Ibnu
Adabbas " , whose foundation inscription reads:

“ May God have mercy on ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibnu Al Hakam, the just prince, the rightly guided by God, who ordered the
construction of this mosque under the direction of " Umar Ibnu Adabbas ", Qadi of Ishbiliyah, in the year 829 “.

This is the oldest surviving inscription from al-Andalus. This inscription can be found today above the cloister entrance of the
church of San Salvador, which occupies the site of the earliest Sevillian Mosque - After breakfast, we will depart to the city centre
of Sevilla. City tour visit to The Great Mosque Minaret " La Giralda ", once  the main grand Mosque of Seville ( Converted to
a Cathedral during the inquisition ) - The Emir Palace " Alcazar " the famous immense beautiful palace of the famous Emir and
Poet " Emir Ibn Abbad "- The Old Islamic Palace wall - The golden Tower "Torre del Oro" - Plaza de Espaiia - Free time for
leisure in the old town shopping district - Free Afternoon for Shopping & Leisure Overnight and Diner in Benacazon.




Meals : Exclusive Halal Half-board arrangements.

Sightseeing : After breakfast panoramic Tour through the beautiful South western landscapes of Spain & South Portugal ...
today we will bring a visit to Portugal " Ard Al Burtuqal " the land of the Oranges... , to the islamic Kingdom of " Tavira
".. A beautiful discovery tour of the Islamic Kingdom of Tavira, once a great Islamic authority in the southern part of
Portugal during the Islamic reign... also known as " Gharb Al Andalus " the West of Al Andalus .. The Muslims called their
territory in Iberia al-Andalus ("land of the Vandals"). Muslim Portugal was known as "Gharb al-Andalus" - western al-
Andalus. The colder and wetter lands of the Tras-os-Montes region and Beira Alta were never of much attraction to the
newcomers, who preferred the drier and warmer region of the Algarve, which had more in common with the
climate, landscape and geography of their homeland. Islamic Portugal remained a rather peripheral region administered
from the main power center of Cordoba in southern Spain. During the Muslim period of control various splits occurred
between local Iberian-based rulers and those in North Africa and further afield. In 756 Abd al-Rahman I proclaimed
himself ruler of an independent Iberian state free from the control of the Abbasid caliphate in Baghdad. In 929 his
successor Abd al-Rahman III adopted the title of caliph. It was a sign of the rising importance of the region in the Islamic
world of the time. Under his rule Cordoba became a magnificent city of mosques and palaces. By the 10th century this
political unity and stability had been shattered following the death of al-Mansur, a powerful chief minister. Thereafter al-
Andalus became divided into a number of competing faifas or petty kingdoms. Pressure from a resurgent Christian north
was also beginning. The faifas of the Islamic south began a system of paying off the Christians in the form of parias or
protection money. Relief came in 1086 with the intervention of fundamentalist Almoravids from North Africa who
defeated the Christians. However, this intervention was short-lived when the Almoravids in turn lost their power base in
Morocco to the Almohads. By 1172, the Almohads had incorporated Al-Andalus into their territory.

It was to be the fate of this dynasty to suffer the attacks from the Christian north during the period known to the victors as
the Reconquista. Islamic Portugal was divided into administrative units known as kuwar administered by
a wali (governor). The wali were responsible for revenue collection, law and order and Military defence. Justice was
dispensed by gadis (Islamic judges), though there was a different legal system for Christians and Jews. The most
important kuwar in Islamic Portugal were Alcacer do Sal, Beja, Coimbra, Idanha, Lisbon, Santarém and Silves. Kuwar were
sub-divided into medina which in turn were divided into aldeias and alcarias. Fortified cities had an inner
precinct alcacova (from the Arabic al-qasabah) and a citadel, alcacer. Muslim settlers in Portugal included mainly North
African Berbers and Yemeni Arabs. The latter along with hereditary title holders formed a ruling elite known as

the hassa with the remainder of the people called the amma. The hassa were mainly city dwellers with the amma tied to the
land.

By the 11th century the amma consisted of mainly Christian converts to Islam - the muwallads. Christians who retained their

religion were known as Mozarabs and were in the minority. Jews made up a tiny minority numbering no more than a
thousand in the Algarve. Arabic became the main language spoken in al-Andalus and Islam the main religion. Over 1,000
words of Arabic origin survive in modern Portuguese and many place names such as the Alfama district of Lisbon and
Alcacer do Sal derive from Arabic.

Agricultural production increased in Islamic Portugal with the introduction of such crops as rice and sorghum as well as
apricots, peaches, lettuce and peaches. The cultivation of olives increased and that of grapes was maintained, for fresh
fruit.Irrigation techniques improved as did the technology for digging wells and pumping water.

We will be narrowing the beautiful historical stories of this Kingdom while we bring visits to the Alcazar ** Royal Palace
ruins of the Emir Palace " of Tavira, Visit to the Old Historical and main central Mosque of Tavira ( converted to a church
during the inquisition , Pego do Inferno a small lagoon with a green-Mediterranean water : legend has it that Pego do
Inferno is connected to the Gildo River and the River Guadiana with tunnels. A beautiful visit to this Lost Islamic
Kingdom rich of Islamic History and Muslim roots..- Free Afternoon for Shopping & Leisure Overnight and Diner in
Benacazon.

TAVIRA ISLAMICA
Sl B ke

séc. Xl a séc. XIIl (1242)
11th century to 13th century (1242)



Meals : Exclusive Halal Half-board arrangements.

Sightseeing : After breakfast we will start our amazing discovery tour to " Ronda " the mountain city.. - The Historical Last
Islamic Bastion in Islamic Spain “ The Last resistance of the Muslims in Al Andalus against the Christian King Alfonso “-
After the disintegration of the caliphate of Cordoba, Ronda became the capital of a small kingdom ruled by the Berber Banu
Ifran, the taifa of Ronda. During this period Ronda received most of its Islamic architectural heritage. In 1065 Ronda was
conquered by the taifa of Seville led by Abbad II al-Mu'tadid. Both the poet Salih ben Sharif al-Rundi (1204—1285) and the
Sufi scholar Ibn Abbad al-Rundi (1333—-1390) were born in Ronda.The Islamic domination of Ronda ended in 1485, when it
was conquered by the Marquis of Cadiz after a brief siege. Subsequently, most of the city's old edifices were renewed or
adapted to Christian roles.

The Spanish Inquisitions affected the Muslims living in Spain greatly. Shortly after 1492, when the last outpost of Muslim
presence in the Iberian Peninsula, Granada, was conquered, the Spanish decreed that all Muslims and Jews must either
vacate the peninsula without their belongings or convert to Christianity. Many people overtly converted to keep their
possessions, while secretly practising their religion. Muslims who converted only overtly were called Moriscos. Moriscos
were required to wear upon their caps and turbans a blue crescent, which brought upon them taunts and violence of a
fanatical population. Traveling without a permit meant a death sentence. This systematic suppression forced the Muslims to
seek refuge in mountainous regions of southern Andalusia; Ronda was one such refuge.

On May 25, 1566 Philip II decreed the use of the Arabic language (written or spoken) illegal, doors to homes to remain open

on Fridays to verify that no Muslim Friday prayers were conducted, and heavy taxation on Moriscos trades. This led to
several rebellions, one of them in Ronda under the leadership of Al-Fihrey. After a bloody and vicious battle, the Spanish
forces advanced, while the Moriscos forces retreated. While the Spanish forces were busy with collecting loot left behind
from the retreating army, the Moriscos army launched a surprise counterattack. This forced the Spanish forces to flee,
except for Alfonso a few soldiers he was able to gather around him. Alfonso, badly wounded, was able to escape with two-
hundred of his soldiers to an area shielded with two large rocky areas. Al-Fihrey and his men followed Alfonso until they
found him.

At this point both leaders prepared for a head-to-head combat. Their almost insane stubbornness, strength, and will-power is

shown by their war of words. As Al-Fihrey approached, Alfonso shouted to him: “If you thought that you found an easy
prey, know that I am Don Alfonso de Aguilar.” Al-Fihrey answered him: “If you are Don Alfonso, know that I am Al-
Fihrey.” A few minutes later Al-Fihrey struck down Alfonso. Al-Fihrey’s soldiers continued to hunt down Alfonso’s soldiers
until the next morning. Every Spanish soldier found was killed and no prisoners were taken. After a ferocious battle, Al-
Fihrey's insurgent army was able to defeat the Spanish army sent to suppress them under the leadership of Alfonso de
Aguilar. So violent was the retribution that no Spanish soldier captured was spared his life, including Alfonso himself. This
prompted Phillip II to order the massacre of all Moriscos in Ronda.

Those few who survived were sold into slavery. This systematic method of ethnic cleansing continued until 1609. It is
estimated that this exodus led to the expulsion of half million people. From 1492 to 1609, it is estimated that three million
people have been expelled from Andalucia and an unknown number of people have been killed in Inquisitions and battles of
1499 and Rebellion of Alpujarras of 1568. As for the rebellion’s leader, Muhammad ibn Abouh, he was caught and his head
was left hanging on one of Granada's doors for 30 years. Ronda continued to decline economically and politically until the
19th century. In the 19th century, the New Bridge was built which connected the old city of Ronda and the new Christian
city, which were previously separated by a large valley. A new bullring was also built.

Today, Ronda is a popular tourist site. Some of the older Muslim sites still stand, including the Arab Public baths, Palace of
the Arabian King, Arab Walls and City Gates, and St. Sebastian's Minaret. This last site, St. Sebastian's Minaret, was
formerly a small tower belonging to one of the mosques in Ronda and later was used as a bell tower for the church of St.
Sebastian, which no longer exists. The foundations of the tower date back to the 14th century. It was declared a historical
monument in 1931- Visits to The Islamic Moorish City wall - The old Moorish Alcantara Bridge. -The Historical Sufi
Mountain of “Abdullah Arrundi “ and many more....A beautiful visit to this Last Islamic refugee Mountain rich of Islamic
History and Muslim roots..- Free Afternoon for Shopping & Leisure Overnight and Diner in Benacazon.




Meals : Exclusive Halal Half-board arrangements.

Sightseeing : After breakfast we will continue to the Capital Caliphate City of Al Andalus “ Cordoba.” Cordoba was one of the
prominent centers of learning and culture in the enlightened Muslim world. While the rest of Europe was going through its g
dark ages, this was the most prosperous and sophisticated metropolis in the continent. It was the capital of Muslim Spain, &
spanning the region known today as Spain and Portugal, during 756 to 1031 C.E. and this was its most glorious period. In his
essay titled, “The ornament of the world: Medieval Cordoba as a cultural centre,” Robert Hillenbrand writes :

The city was remarkably clean by medieval standards. Ibn Sa’id, a 7/13" century historian who knew Cordoba especially
well, notes that ‘Spanish Muslims are the cleanest people on the earth in respect of their person, dress, beds and in the
interior of their houses.” The streets were well paved and lighted, the lights being attached to the outer doors and corners of ||
the houses — which, as al-Muqaddasi notes, had tiled roofs. Cordoba was abundantly supplied with running water, for the
supply of which ‘Abd al-Rahman I had constructed an aqueduct. The city was huge, which in itself is notable...

The grand mosque in the centre of the city was the glory of Cordoba. This was the most exquisite and largest mosque in the
biggest city in Southern Europe. Abd ar Rahman I and his descendants took two centuries to complete it, starting in 784 ==
C.E. “At the very least one may conclude from the frequent extensions of the Great Mosque that the population of the city =
was growing by leaps and bounds through the 3r/9% and 4%/10tcenturies. ... [The great] mosque was famed as a centre for
higher learning on a par with Cairo and Baghdad and was the earliest medieval university in Europe,” writes Hillenbrand. In
1236 C.E., immediately after the fall of Cordoba this magnificent Mosque was converted into a Catholic church... Caliphs .
took keen interest in collecting books and imparting knowledge, which made this city a centre of learning. Hence, libraries ' _
and schools played a significant role in perpetuating the intellectual reputation of Cordoba; women also played a crucial role.
As Hillenbrand describes :

)
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" Emir A/ Hakam II a respected historian, invited professors from the eastern Islamic world to teach at the Great Mosque and
provided endowments for their salaries. He also built twenty seven free schools and had in the Alcazar a library of 400,000
volumes whose catalogue itself ran to 44 registers of 50 leaves apiece ...the library (somewhat like the Great Mosque) was
constantly outgrowing its accommodation, so that its premises had to be moved no less than five time...

To put such stories in context, it is well to remember that the contemporary monastery of St. Gall in Switzerland had one of
Northern Europe’s manor libraries with perhaps 600 books... At least an equally significant factor in the spread of literacy were
the Islamic schools which employed scores of female copyists...poet Ibn Hazm wrote: ‘Women taught me the Quran, they recited g
to me much poetry, they trained me in calligraphy... Other women who were more highly educated worked as secretaries, as
teachers and as librarians; yet others practiced medicine and law...

Some, like the princesses Wallada bint al-Mustakfi and Aisha, were famous for their poetry... "

The knowledge of medicine, mathematics, astronomy and botany was regularly updated by the constant contact with Baghdad
and the east. As a result, Cordoba was far more advanced in anything than the rest of Europe. Scholars and scientists made new

discoveries in mathematics, astronomy, medicine, surgery, geography, and so on. It was this mathematical know-how and
advancement of Muslim architecture that permitted the building of the great Gothic cathedrals of the Middle Ages.

Since this city was far more advanced in medicine, people from all over Europe came to Cordoba in search of cures.

A time when most other Europeans would take their sick to the graves of dead saints, Muslim physicians discovered that disease
was transmitted through tiny airborne organisms. This discovery led to the study of germs, and hospitals were constructed to
quarantine and treat the sick. These hospitals had separate wards for patients suffering from different kinds of diseases; even
mental illness was treated while the same illness in Europe would lead to death by burning alive. Muslim Cordoba was indeed a

highly civilized, multicultural society and a city of light.

We will bring visits to the great Medina Azahara Museum and Great Mosque of Cordoba - Visit to the bridge of " Musa Ibn
Nusair " - Visit to the old Historical City "Al Juderia" Islamic quarter - Free Traditional Shopping, later in the evening we will
continue our journey to the last Kingdom of Islamic Spain .. The Nazari Islamic Kingdom.... “ Gharnaata “ Granada - Dinner
and Overnight in Granada surrounding




Meals : Exclusive Halal Half-board arrangements.

Sightseeing : After our breakfast we will start our discovery tour of the Last Islamic Kingdom City of Andalucia "
Granada " .... During the Reconquista, Muslim states fell one by one to Christian kingdoms invading from the
north. The major cities of Cordoba, Seville, and Toledo fell between the 11th and 13th centuries. The Murabitun
and Muwahhidun (Almoravid and Almohad) movements from North Africa helped slow the Christian tide, but
disunity among the Muslims eventually led to continued loss of land. One Muslim state — Granada — was able to |
escape conquest by Christians in the early 13th century . After the fall of Cordoba in 1236, the rulers of the Emirate |
of Granada signed a special agreement with the Kingdom of Castile, one of the most powerful Christian kingdoms.
Granada had agreed to become a tributary state to Castile. This meant they were allowed to remain independent as |
the Emirate of Granada, but in exchange for not being invaded by Castile, they had to pay a yearly sum (usually in
gold) to the Castilian monarchy. This created a detrimental situation for the Muslims of Granada as they paid
regularly to strengthen their enemies. Despite this, one of the reasons Granada was able to maintain its
independence was its geography. It lies high in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of Southern Spain. The mountains
created a natural barrier for any invading armies. Thus, despite being militarily weaker than Castile, the
mountainous terrain provided a huge defensive advantage.

For over 250 years, Granada remained as a tributary state to the stronger Kingdom of Castile. But surrounded by
unfriendly Christian nations, Granada was constantly at risk of being exterminated. In the early 1400s, a Muslim
scholar wrote of al-Andalus’ last kingdom, “Is Granada not enclosed between a violent sea and an enemy terrible in
arms, both of which press on its people day and night?”” The impetus for the conquest of Granada occurred in 1469,
when King Ferdinand of Aragon and Queen Isabella of Castile married. This united the two most powerful
Christian kingdoms of the Iberian Peninsula. With a united front, now the Christians set their sights on removing
the last Muslim state from the peninsula.

In 1482, war began between the new Kingdom of Spain and the Emirate of Granada. Despite being in a much weaker
position, the Granadans fought valiantly. One Spanish chronicler expressed his respect for the Muslim soldiers, “the
Moors [Muslims] put all their strength and all their heart into the combat, as a courageous man is bound to do when
defending his life, his wife, and his children.” The ordinary Muslim civilians and soldiers were fighting for their
existence and the survival of Islam in al-Andalus, and fought very bravely. The Muslim rulers, on the other hand,
were not as chivalrous or brave.Throughout the war, the Christians remained unified and did not break up into
separate warring factions, as they had commonly done in the past. As a result, Granada experienced huge political
upheaval. Muslim leaders and governors were commonly at odds and scheming different plans to undermine each
other. Many of them were even secretly working with the Christian kingdoms in exchange for wealth, land, and

power. Worse than all of that, in 1483, one year into the war, the sultan’s son, Muhammad, rebelled against his
father and sparked a civil war in Granada, just as Spanish forces began to attack from outside. King Ferdinand
planned to use the civil war to his advantage. He supported Muhammad in his fight against his father (and later, his
uncle) in an effort to weaken Granada as a whole. Muhammad was supported with arms and soldiers by Ferdinand
in the fight against other members of his family, and thus was able to take power over Granada. Throughout this
armed struggle, Christian armies slowly pressed further into Grenadian lands, so that by the time Muhammad took
power in 1490, he only ruled the city of Granada and nothing of the surrounding countryside.

Right after solidifying his rule over Granada, however, Muhammad was sent a letter by King Ferdinand that
demanded he immediately surrender the city. Muhammad was very surprised by this demand as Ferdinand had
given him the impression that he would be allowed to rule over Granada with Ferdinand’s support. Clearly,
Muhammad realized too late that he had been just a pawn used by Ferdinand to weaken Granada.

The story of al-Andalus’ decline from one of the Muslim world’s leading political and social powers in the 11th
century to a rump state that was conquered in the late 1400s is one that has no match in Islamic history.

The constant infighting among Muslims, the lack of support from other Muslim empires, and the focus on personal
power instead of Islamic unity all led to this downfall. And with the loss of Granada in 1492, that story ended. This | %
article was originally written by Firas AlKhateeb published in Lost Islamic History .- Visit to the Historical Coran &
Madrassa of Granada. Visit to the surroundings of the historical old Cathedral ( Originally a Mosque converted to a s
cathedral ) - Visit to the Arabic "Al baicin " Islamic Arabic quarter Alhambra Palace - Free Traditional Shopping
tour in Granada - Visit to the beautiful "Mirador" - Plaza Saint Nicolas - The Historical sacramento - Overnight [
in Granada surrounding area. :
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Meals : Breakfast only arrangements.
Sightseeing : After breakfast, Transfer to Malaga International Airport for your return flight.
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4 TO GO - SITTING IN COACH
MONTHLY GUARANTEED ARRIVAL TOUR DATES 2023 & 2024

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE AIRPORT - MALAGA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

YEAR 2023 : ARRIVAL SATURDAY 16 SEPTEMBER / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 22 SEPTEMBER

ARRIVAL SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 03 NOVEMBER
ARRIVAL SATURDAY 18 NOVEMBER / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER
ARRIVAL SATURDAY 02 DECEMBER / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 08 DECEMBER

YEAR 2024 : ARRIVAL SATURDAY 13 JANUARY / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 19 JANUARY
ARRIVAL SATURDAY 10 FEBRUARY / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 16FEBRUARY
ARRIVAL SATURDAY 02 MARCH. / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 08 MARCH
ARRIVAL SATURDAY 20 APRIL / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 26 APRIL
ARRIVAL SATURDAY 18 MAY. / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 24 MAY
ARRIVAL SATURDAY 01 JUNE. / DEPARTURE FRIDAY 07 JUNE

TOUR PROGRAM :

Day 1 Malaga Airport - Marbella - Gibraltar *“ Panoramic stop for Jabal Tariq “ - Tarifa - Barbate - Medina Sidonia - Benacazon
Day 2 Benacazon - Sevilla - Benacazon

Day 3 Benacazon - Tavira “ Portugal “ Benacazon
Day 4 Benacazon - Ronda - Benacazon

Day 5 Benacazon - Cordoba - Granada

Day 6 Granada

Day 7 Granada - Malaga Airport

AGENT PRICES BASED ON LAND ARRANGEMENT ONLY PER PAX IN EUROPEAN EUROS
- AIRFARE NOT INCLUDED -

PRICE PER PERSON BASED ON TWIN / DOUBLE ROOM OCCUPANCY :
- MINIMUM PARTICIPATION 4 PAX -



Special Remarks :

OUR QUOTATION IS BASED ON THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:
Meet and assist at the Airport (Arriving & Departure).
The passengers will be accommodated at the best 4**** hotel groups based on double occupancy.
Half board 100% Exclusive special Halal arrangements - Dinner ( Halal restaurants will be indicated for Lunch to the clients )
Private transportation.
24 hours full religious and personal assistance.
All local Transport and Hotel Tourism Taxes
Personal and group security during the journey.
Assistance and serviced journey with a senior staff local Islamic bilingual staff during the journey and stay.
Tax free refund assistance during shopping and reclaim at the airport.
Praying at local mosques if required during the journey.
Visit to all the Religious & Cultural city Highlights - Our Tour is besides the Holiday Fun & Shopping also an Islamic Educational Heritage Experience
Magaams and Mosque visits.


http://WWW.GOLDENPALMTRAVEL.COM

